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workplace. I know that he will be
missed by his colleagues and by postal
workers from every corner of the coun-
try.

Mr. President, I know my colleagues
join me in expressing appreciation to
Douglas Holbrook for his distinguished
service to our nation’s postal workers,
and in wishing him well in his upcom-
ing retirement.∑

f

CATHERINE KALINOWSKI, COLO-
RADO STATE CHAMPION, THE
CITIZENS FLAG ALLIANCE
ESSAY CONTEST

∑ Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to Catherine
Kalinowski who has been named the
Colorado State champion in The Citi-
zens Flag Alliance Essay Contest. This
young lady was charged with the task
of writing an essay on the theme, ‘‘The
American Flag Protection Amendment:
A Right of the People . . . the Right
Thing to Do,’’ and did a fine job of
making the case for protecting the
greatest of our national symbols.

As many in this Chamber know, I am
a strong supporter of a constitutional
amendment to prohibit the desecration
of our flag. The American flag is a
great symbol of our Nation, and it
should be regarded with the highest of
honors. It is a part of our national
identity, representing the hopes,
dreams, and honor of our country.

As I read this essay, one passage
struck me as particularly insightful. I
believe that Catherine sums up our be-
liefs best when she writes,

The visage of the nation’s flag has altered
as it has aged, with modifications in the di-
mensions, design, and number of stars; yet
changing appearance has not impeded the
flag from becoming the principal image of
American ideals.

I would like to submit the full text of
Ms. Kalinowski’s essay for inclusion in
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD at this
time.

Mr. President, Catherine Kalinowski
represents the best and brightest that
America has to offer. Young people like
her are our future, a future that is
brighter because of her commitment
and resolve. On behalf of all Colo-
radans, I would like to congratulate
Catherine and wish her the best of luck
in the upcoming national competition.

The essay follows:
THE AMERICAN FLAG PROTECTION AMEND-

MENT: A RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE . . . THE
RIGHT THING TO DO

(By Catherine M. Kalinowski)

‘‘Stars and Stripes Forever,’’ a song by
John Philip Sousa proclaims the American
flag as ‘‘the flag of the free’’ and ‘‘the Ban-
ner of the Right.’’ Sousa declares ‘‘May it
wave as our standard forever,’’ but may it?
The flag of the United States of America is
so loosely protected by state and federal
laws that the molestation of the flag has be-
come acceptable. America’s flag has gone
from being a symbol of freedom and right-
eousness to one of commercialism and insur-
rection.

As the Colonists fought for the rule of the
land they considered their own, creation of a

separate identity from England became im-
portant. Before a fleet of the Continental
Congress set out to intercept British supply
boats coming into Boston, Col. Joseph Reed
wrote to his commander, General George
Washington. ‘‘Please to fix upon Some par-
ticular Colour for a Flag—& a Signal, by
which our vessels may know one another.’’
Col. Reed’s letter of request was lamentably
late, forcing the ships to sail under their old
flags. The flag issue was settled when on
June 14, 1777, Congress, ‘‘Resolved, That the
flag of the thirteen United States be thirteen
stripes alternate red and white; that the
union be thirteen stars, white in a blue field,
representing a new constellation.’’ And by
November 1, 1777, Stars and Stripes were
seen flying from a US ship under the com-
mand of Continental Navy Captain John
Paul Jones. The flag on Jones’ vessel was the
first to represent the United States in a for-
eign port and to receive recognition as rep-
resenting America as a nation, being given a
nine-gun salute by the French at Quiberon
Bay. Though originally needed for the prac-
tical objective of identification at sea, the
creation of Old Glory became significant to
the establishment of the nation.

The visage of the nation’s flag has altered
as it has aged, with modifications in the di-
mensions, design, and number of stars; yet
changing appearance has not impeded the
flag from becoming the principal image of
American ideals. Life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness is embodied in every stitch
of the US flag. As United States Senator
Paul Fannin wrote, ‘‘Those who tear down
the flag reveal their hatred for everything
good and great in our country, because the
flag is a symbol of what we want America to
be—a land of justice, opportunity, equality
and compassion.’’ New York Mayor John V.
Lindsay viewed the flag as having individual
stars and stripes to represent the individual-
ity of the country’s citizens; however, be-
cause the same flag flies over all Americans,
the flag ‘‘binds us together in the common
enterprise we call America.’’ A representa-
tion of so much positive in American soci-
ety, a representation of the United States
itself, it is unfortunate that the flag is be-
coming insignificant.

During the beginning of this century, most
states enacted laws to discourage flag dese-
cration, outlawing placing any marks or pic-
tures of the flag, forbade any flag usage for
commercial purposes, and banned any phys-
ical destruction of flags or any’’ act or
words’ that publicly cast ‘‘contempt’’ on the
flag. These standards have been obscured to
the point of oblivion. The flag is pictured on
everything from apparel and political para-
phernalia to automobiles and boxes of cereal.
Depicted on every corner, the flag no longer
receives the veneration due to it. Penaliza-
tion for defiling the flag through acts such
as flag burning was practiced until what has
been called the 1989–1990 Flag Burning Con-
troversy. Gregory Lee Johnson was arrested
in 1984 for burning a flag in Dallas, Texas.
Under Texas’ Venerated Objects law, John-
son had committed a crime and was sen-
tenced to the maximum penalty of one year
in prison and a fine of $2,000. An appeals
court reversed Johnson’s conviction by a 5–4
vote on April 20, 1988. Dallas County, in re-
sponse to the Texas Court of Criminal Ap-
peals, requested the ruling of the U.S. Su-
preme Court. The decision of the Supreme
Court upheld through another 5–4 vote the
conclusion of the Texas court, agreeing that
flag burning is protected by the First
Amendment. In response to the Johnson de-
cision, there have been votes for an amend-
ment protecting the flag, but none with
enough majority to adopt the amendment.

Constitutionality of flag burning has been
supported by the guarantee of free speech,

including symbolic speech, in the First
Amendment. However, the Supreme Court
has ruled that freedom of speech has limits;
restricted areas of speech include obscenity,
defamation, speech that leads to illegal ac-
tion, fighting words, and speech in public
schools. Because obscenity is generally de-
fined as anything that violates society’s
standards of decency, desecration of Old
Glory could be considered indecent, thus un-
protected by the Constitution. The consider-
ation of actions protected as speech also al-
lows for destruction of the flag to be viewed
as fighting words, exceeding another limit of
the First Amendment. In Chaplinsky v. New
Hampshire (1942), the Supreme Court defined
‘‘fighting words’’ as words that, ‘‘have a di-
rect tendency to cause acts of violence.’’
Flag burning seems a fighting word as it
often leads to acts of violence. When consid-
ering obscenity and fighting words, the flag
does not appear to be protected by free
speech. Therefore, it seems in order to go
ahead and proceed with the next step, creat-
ing an American Flag Protection Amend-
ment.

To propose such a protection amendment,
two-thirds of the members of both houses of
Congress or the same percentage of members
of a national convention must vote for the
proposal of the amendment. Once proposed,
three-fourths of the states must ratify the
amendment by a vote in each state’s legisla-
ture or state convention. If enough citizens
gave their support of an American Flag Pro-
tection Amendment, the representatives of
the people would surely follow their will and
obtain protection for the banner of the na-
tion.

American’s flag needs and deserves to be
treated with dignity, and it is the right of
the public to rally for Constitutional protec-
tion of the magnificent symbol of the United
States. So much time as already elapsed—
now is the time to act justly on the behalf of
Old Glory. With swift action, Stars and
Stripes will be able to, ‘‘wave as our stand-
ard forever.’’∑
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MORDECHAI STRIGLER

∑ Mr. MOYNIHAN. Mr. President,
today is a bittersweet day at the Jew-
ish Theological Seminary in New York
City where the annual commencement
ceremony will include an unprece-
dented presentation of a posthumous
honorary doctorate to Mordechai
Strigler, the talented editor of the Yid-
dish Forward who died last week at the
age of 76.

I rose almost a year ago today to
share with the Senate the news of the
Forward’s centenary. This remarkable
newspaper, which once helped hundreds
of thousands of new immigrants learn
about their new homeland, now prints
Yiddish, Russian and English weekly
editions. The Yiddish edition has gone
from a daily press run of 250,000 copies
to a weekly run of 10,000, but has re-
tained much of the literary excellence
and social conscience that has so char-
acterized the Forward during its sto-
ried history.

Mordechai Strigler was born in 1921
in Zamosc, Poland, and was sent to
study in a yeshiva at age 11. In 1937 he
began work as a rabbi and teacher in
Warsaw.

When the Germans occupied Poland
in 1939, he tried to escape to Russia,
but was caught at the border. He spent
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a few months at the Zamosc ghetto
with his parents and then five years in
several concentration camps. In Bu-
chenwald, he was a member of the Re-
sistance and served as a covert teacher
for the children incarcerated there. He
was liberated on April 11, 1945.

After the war, he began writing furi-
ously and prolifically for the next 53
years until his death. He chronicled the
slave-labor camps and death factories
in a six-volume Yiddish series called
‘‘Oysgebrente Likht’’, which means
‘‘Extinguished Candles’’.

In 1955, Strigler published two vol-
umes called ‘‘Arm in Arm with the
Wind,’’ a historical novel about Jewish
life in Poland in the 17th and 18th cen-
turies.

His newspaper career began in War-
saw just before the war and flourished
in Paris after the war. In France, he
served as editor of Unzer Vort (Our
world), a Yiddish daily.

While in New York, he was offered
the editorship of the Kemfer, a position
he held until 1995. He published such
classic Yiddish writers as Abraham
Reizen, H. Leivik, Chaim Grade, and
Jacob Glatstein.

In 1978, Strigler was awarded the
Itzak Manger Prize in Jewish Lit-
erature, one of the most distinguished
prizes in the field.

He became editor of the Yiddish For-
ward in 1987, following the retirement
of Simon Weber, and he remained at its
helm until last month.

‘‘The death of Strigler marks not
only a sad transition for his colleagues
in the Yiddish, Russian, and English
editions of the Forward but also a
milestone in the area of Yiddish-lan-
guage journalism and the literature of
the Holocaust,’’ the English-language
Forward said in an obituary.

I ask to have printed in the RECORD
the English edition of the Forward’s
moving editorial tribute to this tal-
ented journalist.

MORDECHAI STRIGLER

Mordechai Strigler, the editor of the Yid-
dish Forward who died Sunday at the age of
76, was one of the giants. Born at Zamosc,
Poland, he became famous at a young age as
a genius of Talmud. He was apprenticed to
the greatest sages of his time. He was at the
barricades in Warsaw when the Germans in-
vaded. He fled toward Russia, but was cap-
tured by the Nazis, who cast him into con-
centration camps. His parents and three of
his seven sisters perished. He himself was in,
among other camps, Maidenek, Skarhisko
and Buchenwald, where he was a member of
the Resistance and where on liberation he
was spotted by Meyer Levin, who wrote
about his heroism in his memoir ‘‘In
Search’’. Levin told of Strigler gathering
children secretly in the barracks and teach-
ing them Yiddish and Hebrew. He had lost
his pre-war manuscripts during the war. It is
said that upon liberation he began writing
furiously. He continued until weeks before
he died. He turned out cycles of poetry and
novels, as well as biblical commentaries and
analysis of rabbinic responsa and thousands
of items of journalism—editorials, dis-
patches, criticism and feuilletons. Moving to
Paris immediately after the war, he became
editor of Unzer Vort and joined the Labor Zi-
onist movement. As editor of the Yiddisher

Kemfer and, later, the Yiddish Forward as
well, he maintained a courteous and gentle
exterior, but it belied an extraordinary
toughness. No matter how others around him
might fume, he would go on doing what he
thought was right. His achievements are well
known. He touched Jews the world over, in-
spired his colleagues and set a standard to
which all the editors of the Forward, in Yid-
dish, Russian, and English, look up.

Yet for all these achievements, there was a
dimension to Mordechai Strigler that re-
mained a mystery, even to many of us who
worked in the same editorial rooms with him
for years. It had to do with his spiritual jour-
ney. Had history taken a different turn, it is
as a Torah sage that he might be remem-
bered today. But the Holocaust shook his
faith and led him to quarrel with God. He
emerged to write poetry and fiction. He en-
tered the political fray for the labor faction.
Hope came to him from the establishment of
the Jewish state, which became, along with
Jewish unity, his abiding passion. After he
reached America, he began corresponding
with a young woman in Jerusalem, Esther
Bonni, a scientist. When they finally met in
Israel, a romance developed and marriage
followed. After the birth of their daughter,
Leah, the glimmer of Strigler’s spiritual life
began to shine again. Leah talked at his fu-
neral of Strigler’s enduring attachment to
text and of his powers as a teacher. He was
obsessed with the accuracy of citations of
Torah and Talmud, so that whenever she
asked a question, he would insist on check-
ing sources, even though he almost always
knew the references by heart. In recent
years, his intimates relate, he had occasion
to lay tefillin. Even then it was said that he
had not again become a believer but was
merely observing a mitzvah. Yet as he lay
dying at Roosevelt Hospital, his daughter
read to him for days from the Bible, holding
the text in one hand and here father’s hand
in the other. His daughter and wife sang
prayers in Yiddish and Hebrew, which for
precious moments brought him out of his
coma. This is how this editor who had lived
and chronicled and tragedies and triumphs of
our century spent his last days—called back
to consciousness, however fleetingly, by the
languages of the Jews.∑
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THE SPALLATION NEUTRON
SOURCE: A CRITICAL ELEMENT
OF OUR VISION OF THE FUTURE

∑ Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, the Spall-
ation Neutron Source currently being
developed at Oak Ridge, Tennessee will
be the most powerful spallation source
of neutrons in the world. It will enable
scientists to ‘‘see’’ and thus understand
the physical, chemical, and biological
properties of materials at the atomic
level.

In nuclear physics, Mr. President, the
study of neutrons led to the develop-
ment of nuclear weapons, nuclear en-
ergy, medical isotopes, and our under-
standing of the energy and evolution of
the stars and the origins of the solar
system.

In condensed matter physics, neu-
trons are used—among other things—
to study magnetic materials, magnetic
resistance, and the dynamic aspects of
glasses, liquids, amorphous solids, and
phase behavior.

In materials science, neutrons are
used to study diffusion, crystal struc-
tures, the spatial distribution of impu-
rities, and the stress capacities of forg-
ings, castings, and welds.

In chemistry, neutrons are used to
determine molecular, crystal, and
large-scale structure.

In biology, neutrons are used to de-
termine the structure of protein and
protein complexes in lipids and biologi-
cal membranes, and to determine the
molecular arrangements on biological
surfaces to help us better understand
the function of cell surface receptors.

The one common requirement in all
of these research fields is an intense
source of neutrons. And the only such
source other than a large nuclear reac-
tor is an energetic particle accelerator
such as the Spallation Neutron Source.

Mr. President, as I’ve just pointed
out with this by-no-means-complete
list of examples, neutron scattering
has now become an indispensable tool
within a broad range of scientific dis-
ciplines: physics, chemistry, materials
science, nuclear physics, biology, earth
science, engineering and medicine—
which is why the Spallation Neutron
Source is a critical element of our vi-
sion of the future.

Far from a jobs program or a pie-in-
the-sky experiment, Mr. President,
spallation is the newest anchor of our
national research effort. And it will
contribute to America’s economic and
technological growth in thousands of
ways.

By helping us understand the prop-
erties of materials at the atomic level,
U.S. chemical companies will produce
better fibers, plastics, and catalysts;
U.S. pharmaceutical companies will
produce better drugs—with higher po-
tencies and fewer side effects; U.S.
automobile manufacturers will build
cars that run better and are safer to
operate; and U.S. aircraft manufactur-
ers will build planes that are stronger,
lighter, faster, and safer—with fewer
defects, lower stress levels, and greater
fuel efficiency.

We’ll create stronger magnets and
magnetic materials—that will result in
more efficient electric motors and gen-
erators, better magnetic recording
tapes, computer hard drives, and medi-
cal magnetic resonance systems.

And all across America, U.S. indus-
tries will produce everything from bet-
ter low-fat foods, credit cards, and cos-
metics, to clothes that don’t wrinkle
and bags that don’t break, to better
airport detection equipment and bul-
letproof vests.

In the next century, the achieve-
ments will be even greater—especially
in the field of medicine. We’ll see drug
delivery systems that release medicine
precisely when and where the body
needs it—without side effects; artificial
blood that will eliminate the need to
screen for viruses or procure exact
blood types in times of emergency; cor-
rosion-resistant medical implants that
will last a lifetime and never have to
be replaced; and smaller, faster elec-
tronic chips that will lower energy
costs and increase convenience in hun-
dreds of products.
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